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Abstract

Due to the expansion of Internet connection in

#
"
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Taiwan, e-learning has become a possible means in

improving education quality, eliminating the
restrictions of time and place on traditional learning
approaches, and increasing learning resources. On the
other hand, the universal phenomenon of digital
divide still exists in rural areas. Also, the shortage of
specialized teachers in the rural schools has caused
the inequality of learning opportunities. In the study,
twenty college students from the Department of
Applied Linguistics and Language Studies of a
university in northern Taiwan have used the Internet
to assist twenty students in a rural primary school to

learn English using Skype and Moodle e-learning

GRS
FRAEFTARTEAM

way.1018 @yahoo.com.tw

platform. Research data are collected through
methods of direct observation, interviewing, and
survey questionnaire. From the viewpoints of e-
learning and digital divide, this study investigates on
the learning outcomes of this e-learning intervention.
The results show that students have positive learning
outcomes and class interaction has also increased. In
the meantime, students’ capabilities in applying
information and communications technologies have

also increased, which is an indication of the reduction

of digital divide.
Keyword : Digital divide, e-learning, English
teaching.
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